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What is a Creative Commons License? 
Creative Commons (CC) provides free and easy-to-use copyright licenses giving the public the right 
to share, use, and even build upon an author’s creative work. The non-profit organization CC also 
protects the people who use an author’s work, so they don’t have to worry about copyright 
infringement as long as they abide by the specified conditions. Licensing OA articles under a Creative 
Commons license has evolved as the standard for Open Access publishing.  

 

The CC BY NC Attribution 
Under this license, you are free to copy and redistribute the material in any format and also adapt, 
remix and build upon the work, provided you give appropriate credit to the original source, provide a 
link to the license and indicate if changes were made. You may not use the material for commercial 
purposes. 

 

Open Access licensing in Springer Nature journals 
Open access (OA) articles in Springer Nature journals are published under Creative Commons 
licences. These provide an industry-standard framework to support easy re-use of open access 
material.  

Our preferred licence is the CC BY license, and all Springer Nature-owned journals with open access 
options offer the CC BY licence. The CC BY licence is considered the industry 'gold standard' for open 
access and also preferred by many funders. A very small number of journals, including those 
published under the Adis imprint, continue to use the Creative Commons Attribution Non-
Commercial 4.0 International Licence (CC BY-NC) as their default licence. 

For more information on OA licensing, please visit out Journal policies page. 

 

How Springer Nature helps authors ensure compliance to funder 
requirements 
Authors are advised to check their funder's open access requirements, to ensure compliance. Many 
institutions and research funders worldwide have introduced policies requiring researchers to 
ensure that their publications are openly accessible. Our FAQ page provides guidance on how 
authors can meet OA policy requirements of their funders and institutions when publishing their 
articles. 
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After publication, the author will receive an email, containing information about the respective OA 
license.



 

 

 

 

 

 

More questions? 
Please contact oa.verification@springernature.com  
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